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Minutes

February 12, 2007
South Charleston Plant
Members:
Bob Anderson, Cheryl Arace, Henry Graves, Clark Haynes, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Dr. Cal Meyer, Ken Poling, Terry Sauvageot, Jennifer Soule, Sharen Sumpter Deitz, Charlie Taylor, Teresa Whitt, Laura Wiik, Chief Jim Wood.
Company Representatives:
Glenn Kraynie, Gary Trent, Bayer; Scott Johnson, Ken Smith, Clearon; Jeff Blatt, Dow Chemical Company.
Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green


The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel (CAP) was called to order by facilitator Mary A. Green on February 12, 2007, at 5:35 p.m.  
Mary welcomed everyone.  She then reviewed handouts and the agenda.  The January minutes were approved as distributed.  
Unfinished Business

Speakers’ Bureau

Mary reminded the panel to look for opportunities to give the presentation.  [The panel did have a request from the city’s museum to present the information during a February 10 gathering.  Because this was a weekend night, presenters could not be scheduled.]  The panel may be invited to present to the museum’s board in March.  Teresa Whitt will confirm this.  Dr. Bill Kroesser and Ken Poling will present for the community; Scott Johnson will present for the companies.  Mary also will ask Jennifer Bowman if she might be able to participate to see the presentation given.  The presentation would be at noon on March 14; however, there is no confirmation.
Invite-a-Guest Night (Outreach Committee Work)
Mary reminded the panel the event is planned for the April meeting.  The planning committee met before the regular meeting and recommended the panel consider moving the April meeting from April 9 to April 2 because April 9 follows Easter.  The panel will discuss this in March and decide.  Those present agreed to continue plans for the special meeting.  Each member will be invited to bring a guest.  Mary suggested each company member bring a guest, as well.  The agenda will be finalized in March; however, the committee recommended the panel use the speakers’ bureau presentation as the discussion topic and invite guests to ask questions.  Each manager will be asked to present his/her company’s information.  Two panel members will be needed to present the panel portion.  The invitation will be distributed to members at the March meeting for them to deliver to those whom they are inviting.  
Metro Government Update

Mel Hoover could not make the meeting because he was ill.  Jeff Blatt reported that he and Mel attended a Leadership Kanawha Valley meeting recently to discuss the panel’s work and the concept.  Jeff said the steering committee will be meeting in the near future.  Mary reminded panel members that the sessions will be to provide information only.  The panel and its two partners will not take a position on the issue.  Those who offered to serve on the committee are Glenn Kraynie, Jennifer Soule, Clark Haynes, Larry Zuspan, Paul DiNicola, John Rutherford and Jim White.  [During a previous meeting, Lisa Walker offered the services of the South Charleston Chamber of Commerce.]  


Outreach to Realtors (Outreach Committee Work)

The committee met before the panel meeting and recommended that brochures be distributed to realty offices in South Charleston to create an awareness about the panel.  Those offices identified to date are Gold Key and Tim Runyan’s office.  Cheryl Arace will deliver the brochures with a personalized letter to the office manager at each location.  The letter will be finalized during the March meeting and distributed by the end of April

New Business

Community Survey

Mary thanked the panel members for their work.  More than 125 surveys were collected.  [A copy of the raw data and a copy of the summary of findings are attached to these minutes for those not present.]  The panel was asked to review the results before the next meeting.  During the March meeting, Mary will share the panel’s feedback from the survey and will divided the members into small groups to brainstorm how to use the information to further the group’s work.  [Members were asked to complete the survey before the meeting to allow for a comparison to the general community’s feedback.]


During discussion, several ideas were shared to further outreach:  create a brochure that outlines products in which company materials are used and develop a science day for students at the Mound or the LaBelle Theater.

Plant Reports

The managers reviewed their plant reports.  [A copy is attached to these minutes for those not present.]  
Connecting with the Community


Henry Graves discussed the programs at South Charleston Middle School.  He said there are 409 students at the South Charleston school.  It pulls from South Charleston, Dunbar, and the John Adams area.  He said the school has begun an International Baccalaureate program, which is one of only two in the state for middle schools.  South Charleston High School has the only program for the state’s high schools.  Henry said he wants to start an entrepreneurial program, as well.

Next Meeting Date and Agenda

The March meeting will include updates, planning for the April meeting and continued work regarding the community survey.   
Next Meeting:  
March 12, 2007

5 p.m. – Dinner

5:30 p.m. – Meeting

South Charleston Public Library
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