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Minutes

March 12, 2007
South Charleston Plant
Members:
Cheryl Arace, Ruth Edwards, Clark Haynes, Rev. Mel Hoover, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Dr. Cal Meyer, Bob Moore, Ken Poling, Terry Sauvageot, Jennifer Soule, Sharen Sumpter Deitz, Charlie Taylor, Teresa Whitt, Laura Wiik, Chief Jim Wood, Larry Zuspan.
Company Representatives:
Glenn Kraynie, Gary Trent, Jim White, Bayer; Scott Johnson, Ken Smith, Clearon; Jennifer Bowman, Dow Chemical Company; Paul DiNicola, Elementis; Frank Flowers, FMC.
Guests: 
Julie Pratt, Center for Civic Life; Dennis Sparks, West Virginia Council of Churches.

Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green

The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel was called to order Monday, March 12, 2007, 5:35 p.m., by facilitator Mary A. Green.  Mary welcomed guests and asked those present to introduce him- or herself.  

The minutes were approved as distributed.  Handouts were reviewed.  

Shelter in Place at South Charleston Middle School

Mary said Jennifer Bowman received a call related to South Charleston Middle School and needs concerning shelter in place.  Mary said there were questions related to the heating and cooling system and the responsibility of how the system would be shut down if needed.  Mary said a straw plan for schools was developed several years ago that outlines the steps for taking such action.  Jennifer Bowman said there is concern because the system must be turned off at the central office.  She also said the school needs contents for its sheltering kit.  
Because Henry Graves, school principal, was not present, Mary committed to contacting him and coordinating efforts to meet the school’s need.  Larry Zuspan said his office has videos to help with preparing the students if that is needed.  Chief Jim Woods, Jennifer Bowman, Larry and Mary will work on this issue with Henry.  

Unfinished Business

Speakers’ Bureau


Teresa Whitt coordinated a presentation to the museum’s board for Wednesday, March 14 at noon.  Scott Johnson, Dr. Bill Kroesser and Ken Poling will present the information.  Teresa invited all panel members to attend.  The presentation will be conducted in the theater portion of the complex.


Metro Government


Mel Hoover and Jennifer Soule’ said the committee met before the panel meeting and set the fall as its goal to host the information sessions, starting with the panel’s September meeting.  To work toward that end, Mel asked the panel to answer three questions:

· What are the benefits to metro government:
· An increase in populations helps us qualify for more federal dollars and benefits because of size of the population.

· Economy of scale:  more tax dollars will allow you to have more benefits

· Attracts new business

· Saves money

· More cost-effective services

· Better services because of increased revenue

· There is a larger populous, which allows us to compete for more federal dollars and grants.

· Allows the area to be recognized as a large market.

· New beginning for area involved

· Fewer politicians

· What are the top disadvantages to metro government?
· If not done right, it doesn’t work

· What have others done?

· Increased taxes and what you pay for services

· Fewer politicians

· Lose identity

· Take control away

· Less services

· Wealthier services might lose their better services

· Could promote infighting among politicians and community leaders

· Could be impacted by federal mandates for larger areas, such as recycling standards

· People might not understand boundaries

· Concerns about distribution of funds within area

· Are there things you need more information about with respect to metro government?
· Is it a combination of everything (all services, etc.)?

· How does it impact schools?

· Is there a time limit on legislation?

· Does this make property taxes higher?

· Would public transportation change?

· Who are the advocates and adversaries of the legislation and why?

· What does 25 percent of the population mean?

· Do municipalities have to participate?

· Does it impact emergency response time?


He said the questions will be used to create a discussion guide.  The panel will continue to work on the questions at the April meeting.  (A copy of the questions is attached to these minutes for those not present.)


Julie Pratt and Dennis Sparks shared information about their organizations and their participation in the metro government program.


Invite-a-Guest Night


The panel moved its April meeting to April 2 to avoid potential conflict with Easter break.  Each person present agreed to invite one guest and to confirm that person’s participation by March 26.  Mary said the invitation outlines instructions for the confirmation process.  If her office does not receive the names by March 26, each member will be contacted.  


The group outlined the agenda for the evening.  After introductions, the speakers’ bureau presentation will be given.  Following that, the plant reports will be given and then a metro government update will follow.  The metro government update will include a discussion related to creating a citizen education process in the Kanawha Valley (question 4).  Each manager will present his/her company’s portion.  Jennifer Soule’ and Sharen Sumpter Deitz will present the community’s portion.  Mary will coordinate the presentation with the presenters and bring copies of the panel brochure to the meeting.


Community Survey (Panel Survey Results)


Mary distributed copies of the panel survey results.  (A copy is attached to these minutes for those not present.)  Mary commented that 50 percent of the members who completed the survey said they had an average or less than average knowledge about the products produced by the companies.  She also highlighted the panel members’ familiarity of operations and their opinion about the companies.  Mary said she would like to recommend the panel focus on these three items in the upcoming months to determine how to enhance understanding and to build on that to reach out to the community.  As a result, she suggested starting in May that the group discuss (1) how to educate the panel about the company products/operations, (2) develop an understanding of what influences opinions about how the members view the companies, and (3) how to take the information the panel discusses and share it with the community.  These discussions will be in May, June and August, respectively.

Plant Reports


Each manager presented the monthly report for each facility.  (A copy of those reports are attached to these minutes for those not present.)

Business 101 Discussion


Mary said the discussion will begin in May.  Jennifer Bowman will coordinate.  Dr. Cal Meyer has agreed to give input regarding the presentation.  Others are invited to give input, as well.  


Jennifer said another topic of interest might be environmental challenges in the state and how a company’s business decisions are impacted by this.  

Connecting with the Community (Community Member Highlight)


Terri Sauvageot said Richmond Elementary has 291 students in K-5, where she is the principal.  She has been the principal at the school for three years.  Terry outlined the areas in the community which the school serves.  Sixty-four percent of the students received free/reduced lunch. 

Next Meeting Date and Agenda


The meeting date was changed to April 2, 2007.  The agenda is outlined in the discussion regarding Invite-a-Guest Night.  
Next Meeting Date:

Monday, April 2, 2007





Invite-a-Guest Night





South Charleston Library





5 p.m. – Dinner





5:30 p.m. - Meeting
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