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Minutes

April 10, 2006
South Charleston Public Library
Members:
Cheryl Arace, Ruth Edwards, Clark Haynes, S.C. Haynes, Mel Hoover, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Zachary Miller, Ken Poling, Jennifer Soule, Sharen Sumpter Deitz, Teresa Whitt, Laura Wiik, Larry Zuspan.
Company Representatives:
Glenn Kraynie, Gary Trent, Jim White, Bayer; Scott Johnson, Clearon Corporation; Jeff Blatt, The Dow Chemical Company; Paul DiNicola, Elementis.
Guest:
Karen Price, West Virginia Manufacturers Association; Senator Brooks McCabe, West Virginia Legislature.

Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green.


The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel (CAP) was called to order by facilitator Mary A. Green on April 10, 2006, beginning at 5:35 p.m.  
Mary welcomed everyone and introduced guests Karen Price and Senator Brooks McCabe.  She welcome new member Zachary Miller.  Mary said Mary Baker, a sophomore at South Charleston High School, also has agreed to join the panel.  Mary said she spoke with Tim Russell, Lester Raines Auto Sales; he is interested in the panel.  Dr. Bill Kroesser said John Rutherford, Kanawha County Sheriff’s Department, remains interested. 
Handouts and the agenda were reviewed.  The March minutes were approved as distributed.  The panel agreed to begin the evening’s discussion with the legislative update.  
New Business

Legislative Update

Mary thanked Senator McCabe and Karen for attending.  She invited Karen to begin the discussion.  

Karen said the three top issues for the manufacturers during the recent session were health care, asbestos reform and tort reform.  Other issues during the session that were important to the association were wage payment collection, metro government, a hazardous waste bill and the reorganization of the environmental protection division.  For the next session, she said tort reform and tax reform will be important to the manufacturers.  

Karen said health care in the state is the highest for any state where Dow operates.  Scott Johnson and Glenn Kraynie agreed.  Glenn said the cost for health care in the state has risen 25 percent in the last two years.  The panel discussed various ideas for reducing this cost to the state, including improving lifestyles and universal health care.  Bill Kroesser said it would be helpful to the panel to know how the state’s costs compare to other states.

As for asbestos and silicosis, Karen said it affects chemical, glass, mining and other industries.  She offered to talk to the panel about this issue, if there is an interest.  The panel agreed and invited her back.

Metro Government was discussed by Senator McCabe.  He explained an overview of the concept and distributed information.  [The handout is attached to these minutes for those not present.]  He spoke of the benefits of merging Kanawha County with Putnam and Cabell counties, including bumping it into a top 100 market for attracting new businesses.  He said the concept allows the area and other areas in the state to redefine their situations to look better on a national level.  He said for any type of change to happen that involves metro government, there must be public education about the concept.
The panel said it would be beneficial to understand the mayor of South Charleston’s perspective on the issue.  Mary agreed to invite him to a future meeting.

Unfinished Business

Committee Reports
Publicity - The committee agreed to meet prior to the May meeting at 4 p.m.  Those serving on the panel are Teresa Whitt, Ruth Edwards, Cheryl Arace and Glenn Kraynie.  It was mentioned at the March meeting that the panel could include information about CAP meetings in the city newsletter.  Rod Hutchinson is the contact.
Metro Government – The committee has not met, because of the need to fully understand the concept.
Speakers’ Bureau

Groups identified to date for outreach are listed below.  Those in bold print are scheduled and/or have already received the presentation.

· Kiwanis of Charleston and West Charleston 
· South Charleston AARP 
· Thousand Oaks Garden Club
· South Charleston High School Faculty/Senate
· Bridgeview Elementary
· South Charleston City Council
· Lions Club (Bob Anderson)

· Adult Forum at Unitarian Church 
· Board of Education 

· Quota Club (Ann Eckard)

· West Side Association 

· Charleston Exchange Club
· Parent/Teacher Associations (PTAs)

· Faculty/Senate at Schools 
· South Charleston Rotary 

· Allied Artists 

· National League of American Pen Women (Laura Wiik)

· Sponsoring Companies (Managers)

· Hope Community Development Center (Teresa Whitt)

· Garden Club of Thousand Oaks

· Toastmasters (Jennifer Soule)

· Kanawha/Putnam Emergency Planning Committee 
· AARP 

· South Charleston Middle School 
· Bridgeview LSIC 
· Montrose Elementary

· MU Graduate School Environmental Science Classes 
· Richmond Elementary
· Montrose Elementary

· MU Graduate School (Rose Edington)
Those volunteering as presenters:

· Bill Kroesser

· Sharen Sumpter Deitz

· Jennifer Soule
· Ruth Edwards

· Managers


Because Rose Edington was unable to attend, Mary asked Mel Hoover to remind her about contacting the librarian at the graduate school, in hopes that outreach to the school can be developed.


Several changes were suggested for the presentation during the March meeting.  Those are:

· a contact number for odors,

· information about the stamping and assembly facility,

· where to find preparedness information in the phone book, 

· revise the preparedness poster to use as a handout, and 

· identify where the nearest sirens are for each audience.

Plant Report


The managers presented their plant reports.  [A copy is attached to these minutes for those not present.]  Union Stamping and Assembly will be added to the plant report.  Mary thanked Dow and those who attended the special meeting to discuss the changes at Dow.  She said Dow and Bayer committed to keeping the panel updated.  
Community Feedback


Those members who are responsible for sharing information related to the April meeting and bringing comments back to the May meeting will be those with last names beginning N-Z.  If anyone needs information related to this, they can contact Mary at 343-2778 or email her at mgreen@anngreencomm.com.  
Next Meeting Date and Agenda

The May meeting will be at the library.  The agenda will include committee updates and a presentation by the stamping plant.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.

Next Meeting:  
May 8, 2006

5 p.m. – Dinner


5:30 p.m. – Meeting
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