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Minutes

May 8, 2006
South Charleston Public Library
Members:
Cheryl Arace, Ruth Edwards, Henry Graves, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Dr. Cal Meyer, Zachary Miller, Bob Moore, Jennifer Soule, Sharen Sumpter Deitz, Teresa Whitt, Laura Wiik, Bill Winkler, Terry Sauvageot.
Company Representatives:
Glenn Kraynie, Jim White, Bayer; Scott Johnson, Clearon Corporation; Andy Altman, The Dow Chemical Company; Ken Brown, Elementis; Dave Stonehouse, Union Stamping and Assembly.
Guest:
Pam Lowery, Ralph Miller, Charles Taylor.

Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green.


The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel (CAP) was called to order by facilitator Mary A. Green on May 8, 2006, beginning at 5:35 p.m.  
Mary welcomed everyone and introduced guests.  Handouts and the agenda were reviewed.  The April minutes were approved as distributed.  

Unfinished Business

Speakers’ Bureau

Groups identified to date for outreach are listed below.  Those in bold print are scheduled and/or have already received the presentation.  Mary encouraged panel members to continue to look for opportunities to give the presentation.
· Kiwanis of Charleston and West Charleston 
· South Charleston AARP 
· Thousand Oaks Garden Club
· South Charleston High School Faculty/Senate
· Bridgeview Elementary
· South Charleston City Council
· Lions Club (Bob Anderson)

· Adult Forum at Unitarian Church 
· Board of Education 

· Quota Club (Ann Eckard)

· West Side Association 

· Charleston Exchange Club
· Parent/Teacher Associations (PTAs)

· Faculty/Senate at Schools 
· South Charleston Rotary 

· Allied Artists 

· National League of American Pen Women (Laura Wiik)

· Sponsoring Companies (Managers)

· Hope Community Development Center (Teresa Whitt)

· Garden Club of Thousand Oaks

· Toastmasters (Jennifer Soule)

· Kanawha/Putnam Emergency Planning Committee 
· AARP 

· South Charleston Middle School 
· Bridgeview LSIC 
· Montrose Elementary

· MU Graduate School Environmental Science Classes 
· Richmond Elementary
· Montrose Elementary

· MU Graduate School (Rose Edington)
Those volunteering as presenters:

· Bill Kroesser

· Sharen Sumpter Deitz

· Jennifer Soule
· Ruth Edwards

· Managers


Mary reminded the panel that Rose Edington had agreed to contact the librarian at the graduate school, in hopes that outreach to the school can be developed.


Several changes were suggested for the presentation during the March meeting and will be incorporated.  Those are:

· a contact number for odors,

· information about the stamping and assembly facility,

· where to find preparedness information in the phone book, 

· revise the preparedness poster to use as a handout, and 

· identify where the nearest sirens are for each audience.


Metro Government Committee Update


The committee has not moved forward with this.  Efforts are underway to understand all perspectives on the issue.  Mary will invite Mayor Richie Robb to a panel meeting to learn his views of the issue.  This will be planned for a late summer meeting.


CAP Publicity


Teresa Whitt gave the committee update.  The committee met prior to the regular meeting.  The group recommended several outreach items to promote the panel and meet the group’s goals for 2006.  Those include and were approved by the panel:

1. Developing welcome information to supply to area realtors.  This includes updating the panel brochure.  

2. Featuring the panel in the South Charleston Chamber advertisement in the local paper.  Glenn Kraynie will check on this.  This should include a photo, information about the panel and the speakers’ bureau.

3. Developing and distributing a survey to the local community to gather information related to the panel and the companies.  Each panel member will be asked to distribute 10 copies.  A process will be developed and the survey created by the panel.
4. Distributing information about the panel during the South Charleston Grand Reunion.  Six volunteers will be needed.  The event is June 24.  Teresa will get details, and Mary will coordinate.  The event will be discussed at the June panel meeting. 

5. Joining with others, hopefully emergency response organizations, to sponsor a booth at Summer Fest.  Panel members would distribute information about the panel at the event.  Ken Brown, Sharen Sumpter-Deitz, and Jeff Blatt will help to coordinate the efforts.


An update will be given at the June meeting related to all ideas.  Panel members were encouraged to get involved.

New Business

Stamping Plant
Dave Stonehouse gave a presentation about the Union Stamping and Assembly facility.  [A copy of his presentation will be distributed at the June meeting.]    
Presently, the facility is looking for ways to cut costs.  This includes tax abatement work and trying to remove loans from the state to Mayflower, the former owner.  He also said the company must work to close deals on new work.  He said even after a new contract is gained, it takes many months for the actual work to begin in the facility.
During his presentation, he discussed the company’s customer base and the amount the site needs in sales, which is $300 million.  He said most of the large stampings go into the auto industry.  Unfortunately, the company has not been able to break into the foreign auto industry, although efforts continue to try to make that happen.  He also said the company can convert the stamping equipment to small-scale uses, such as for small car doors.
One issue the company is working on is moving toward the November negotiations with the union.  Dave said he is hopeful the site can go into Thanksgiving with a contract.  Dave spoke briefly about the contract issues that were in the media recently.  He said that if the contract is not ratified, the owners must look at their options.  

He said the site does not design products.  It only offers customers the service to make the product faster, cheaper and better than a competitor.
Sharen Sumpter Deitz said she was pleased Clearon and the Stamping Plant have joined the panel.  She said for years a mystery has surrounded the Stamping Plant because few local residents knew much about the site.  She said the site needs to have stability and a name that stays.

Plant Report


The managers presented their plant reports.  [A copy is attached to these minutes for those not present.]  
Community Feedback


Those members who are responsible for sharing information related to the May meeting and bringing comments back to the June meeting will be those with last names beginning A-M.  If anyone needs information related to this, they can contact Mary at 343-2778 or email her at mgreen@anngreencomm.com.  
Next Meeting Date and Agenda

The June meeting will be at the library.  The agenda will include outreach planning.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

Next Meeting:  
June 12, 2006

5 p.m. – Dinner


5:30 p.m. – Meeting
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