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Minutes

May 14, 2007
South Charleston Plant
Members:
Cheryl Arace, Ruth Edwards, Rev. Mel Hoover, Ken Poling, Jennifer Soule.
Guest:
Julie Pratt, Center for Civic Life.

Company Representatives:
Gary Trent, Glenn Kraynie, Jim White, Bayer; Scott Johnson, Ken Smith, Clearon; Joe Amos, Dow Chemical Company; Paul DiNicola, Elementis; Frank Flowers, FMC.
Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green

The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel was called to order Monday, May 14, 2007, 5:35 p.m., by facilitator Mary A. Green.  Mary asked the panel’s agreement to move the metro government discussion to the first item of business.
The April minutes were approved as distributed.  Handouts were reviewed.  

Unfinished Business


Metro Government

Mel Hoover shared background information about the project and asked Julie to share the examples of previous forum materials and a suggested implementation plan for the project.  [A copy of the plan is attached to these minutes for those not present.]

Mel shared feedback from a WV Media (The State Journal and WOWK locally) meeting.  WV Media will participate by assisting in promoting the event.  Details will be developed as the project progresses.

A review with South Charleston Chamber did not occur because scheduling conflicts.  However, Jennifer Soule agreed to meet with the board to talk about the project.  She is a member.

Julie reviewed her proposed project work plan and questions centered around the topic of what kind of local government do we need for a vibrant Kanawha Valley.  Panel members were asked if they would gather input from local residents.  Those agreeing to survey residents are Gary Trent, Scott Johnson, Glenn Kraynie, Frank Flowers, Ken Smith, Jim White and Ken Poling.  All were asked to return the feedback to Mary by the committee’s next meeting.  [A copy of the questions is attached to these minutes for those not present.]  Mary commented that responses could be faxed to her at 746-7780 or emailed to her at mgreen@anngreencomm.com.  
As for the schedule, important dates to remember:

1. June – Interview results due by committee meeting on June 11.
2. August – Begin promotion of forums.
3. September – Test forum with10 volunteers from panel.  (All members can observe, however.)
4. October – Conduct forums.

Mary will invite 10 members from the Institute community group (Community Improvement Council) to participate in the test forum.  She will report the group’s response during the June meeting.
Mel said the committee is looking at ways to promote the forums and to provide information about metro government.  One idea is to use the panel’s web site, which is under consideration for an update by the managers, to house the pros/cons about the concept.  This will allow interested persons to log onto the site to review information.


Information to Realtors


Mary will finalize the letters and get them to Cheryl Arace before the June meeting. Cheryl said the best way to get the letters to her is to drop them by her school.

Speakers’ Bureau

Cheryl asked if there might be an opportunity to host a community-wide presentation at the theater.  Mary noted that Teresa Whitt said the board is very interested in doing this.  She said the group will ask Teresa to provide details at the next CAP meeting.

Invite-a-Guest Night


The panel gave positive feedback about the event and the feedback guests gave them.  The group agreed there is benefit with regard to hosting a similar event in 2008.

(One guest’s feedback from the meeting, which was provided by email:  Thanks for inviting me, I truly enjoyed myself. I love to learn.  I think the CAP is a wonderful organization. I was astounded to learn that there are so few employees in the chemical industry here. I was very interested to learn what types of products were made here and their various uses. I thought each company representative did an excellence job; they all appear to be very knowledgeable and approachable.  Just a question, do all area businesses have the opportunity to be trained on shelter in place practices?  For instance, what if you’re in Kroger’s, church, one of the area restaurants or retail shops do those people know what to do?  Has your group ever considered taking on recycling/energy conservation as a community educational project? I would like to recycle but don’t really know how to go about it. 
Plant Reports


Each manager presented the monthly report for each facility.  (A copy of those reports is attached to these minutes for those not present.)  Joe Amos updated the panel about Dow’s habitat project.  [A report provided by Bill Kroesser, who could not attend, is attached to these minutes.]  Joe reminded panel members about the South Charleston Plant’s odor number:  747-2611.  He also said the waste collection day will be in the fall.
Business 101 Discussion


Mary said the discussion was to begin in May; however, Jennifer Bowman had to travel and also asked for more time to coordinate.  When asked for input to shape the presentation, Jennifer Soule said the information is important for the panel to hear; however, they cannot shape it.  Industry has to do that.  The group did suggest:
1. If a company has a choice of expanding in this area or another state, what do they look at and what can be done to tip the scale in the state’s favor?  
2. Environmental challenges in the state and how a company’s business decisions are impacted by this.  

Glenn said he began reading Unleashing Capitalism, a book written by a WVU professor about the state’s challenges, has a lot of good information. After a brief discussion about the book, the panel suggested information be incorporated into the discussion.  The group asked managers to shape a suggested outline to present at the June meeting.  Mary agreed to coordinate this.
Next Meeting Date and Agenda


The meeting date will be June 11.  Glenn asked for time on the agenda to talk about his company’s health, safety, environmental, and quality policy.  

Next Meeting Date:

Monday, June 11, 2007




South Charleston Library





5 p.m. – Dinner





5:30 p.m. - Meeting

MG/5-14-07/018


