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Minutes

October 8, 2007
South Charleston Plant
Members:
Cheryl Arace, Henry Graves, Clark Haynes, Rev. Mel Hoover, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Dr. Calvin Meyer, Bob Moore, Pam Nixon, Sharen Sumpter-Deitz.

Managers:
Glenn Kraynie, Gary Trent, Bayer; Scott Johnson, Clearon; Jennifer Bowman, Dow Chemical Company; Frank Flowers, FMC.
Guests:
Fred Clark, Thornton Cooper, Larry Dawson, Tom Dover, Walter Greenhowe, Donna Haynes, Aaron Jones, Dennis Sparks.

Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel was called to order Monday, October 8, 2007, 5:35 p.m., by facilitator Mary A. Green.  Mary asked those present to introduce him- or herself.  Mary thanked the guests for attending and recognized the metro government committee for its work and for preparing the evening’s presentation.
The September minutes were approved as distributed.  Handouts were reviewed.  
Speakers’ Bureau

Unity Apartments - Sharen Sumpter-Deitz said the panel has an opportunity to present to residents at Unity Apartments near Thomas Hospital.  She said the contact wants a presentation that includes shelter in place.  Sharen asked if the panel would be willing to present the information during an evening meeting to include more people.  Glenn Kraynie agreed to help.  Mary will contact Larry Zuspan and Chief Jim Wood regarding the emergency preparedness portion.  Sharen will be the community representative.  Mary will work with the group to ensure the information meets the needs of the audience, including information about the panel and preparedness.  Sharen will coordinate the presentation for a time in November.  

South Charleston Middle School – Mary noted that Henry Graves said the school is still interested in shelter-in-place readiness.  Mary will work with Henry and emergency preparedness officials to coordinate the training.  Glenn offered Jim White’s assistance, as well.  
Habitat Project


Members working on the Dow habitat project shared information to update the panel.  Jennifer Bowman said the project team received application approval to begin the process.  Bill Kroesser said it is a three-year process to be fully accredited.  Clark Haynes has been working with the team to identify native and threatening species of vegetation growing in the area. 
At the last meeting, the panel requested a visit to the habitat in the spring.  Details will be coordinated as the date draws closer.  

Household Hazardous Waste Collection


Jennifer said the collection event was very successful.  More than 300 cars visited the site.  Those CAP members participating as volunteers were very pleased.
Dow Chemical Responsible Care Audit


Jennifer distributed copies of the certificate of conformance for the company’s West Virginia Operations.  [A copy of the certificate is attached to these minutes for those not present.]

Metro Government Presentation


Rev. Mel Hoover explained that the evening’s presentation is a pilot presentation.  He asked the panel’s feedback.  He said a similar presentation will be given to members of Leadership Kanawha Valley in November.  He said at the November meeting, the committee would like the panel’s input about outreach and potential audiences.  


Julie Pratt presented the draft presentation.  Following the presentation, questions and feedback shared by the panel were as noted.

Questions:

· Can you tell us where metro consolidation is working, such as 911, etc.? 

· Why do we need it?  We are already doing things together, such as the examples above.
· What’s the biggest bang for our money? 
· Can we get the MSA numbers without consolidation? 
· How can metro consolidation impact the unincorporated areas? 
· What does the law say about adding elements (amending it) to the charter? 
· Does this cover keeping existing services in place? 
· What are the five top services successfully combined in a metro concept? 
· How do we get the most effective government here? 
General Comments:
· Focusing on the positives more than the negatives would help sell the concept. 
· We can’t afford more government. 
· Metro government can add predictability. 
· Make mention of county to county concept and benefits. 
· Talk about the benefits to “me.”  I wouldn’t sign a petition without knowing that. 
· It seems like you would need the support of local government to make it work. 
Plant Reports


Each manager provided the monthly report.  [A copy of those reports is attached to these minutes for those not present]  
Holiday Dinner

Members said they would like to have a holiday dinner in December.

Next Meeting Date and Agenda


The meeting date is November 12.  

Next Meeting Date:

Monday, November 12, 2007




South Charleston Library





5 p.m. – Dinner





5:30 p.m. - Meeting
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