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Minutes

June 13, 2005
South Charleston Public Library
Members:
Meredith Aliff, Bob Anderson, Cheryl Arace, Ruth Edwards, Henry Graves, Clark Haynes, Rev. Mel Hoover, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Belinda Moody, Bob Moore, Jennifer Soule, Sharen Sumpter Deitz, Teresa Whitt, Erik Wiik, Laura Wiik, Bill Winkler.
Company Representatives:
Glenn Kraynie, Jim White, Gary Trent, Bayer; Jeff Blatt, The Dow Chemical Company; Paul DiNicola, Elementis Specialties.
Guest:
Kristi Knott, Ann Green Communications, Inc.,


Steve Roberts, West Virginia Chamber of Commerce. 
Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green.


The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel (CAP) was called to order by facilitator Mary A. Green June 13, 2005, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  
Mary welcomed guests and expressed her appreciation to Steve Roberts, president of the West Virginia Chamber of Commerce, for agreeing to speak to the group.  

The May minutes were approved as distributed.  The agenda and handouts were reviewed.  Mary asked the panel’s agreement to move the discussion about sustainable development to be the first item of business.
Unfinished Business


Sustainable Development Path Forward

Mary thanked Steve for agreeing to attend the meeting on such short notice.  She explained the governor’s schedule changed and prevented him from attending.  Mary noted that Steve was a member of one of the first community advisory panels in the state.


Steve thanked the panel and recognized Meredith Aliff for her work and support related to business.  He said the West Virginia Chamber of Commerce is an independent organization.  Its goal is to be a voice for the state businesses.  He said the group believes the state will make advancements when there are improvements to education, health care and economic development.  He said all are interrelated and must happen to move the state forward.  


During the discussion, Steve compared West Virginia to other states in several areas, such as worker’s compensation and the legal system.  He said 40-50 percent of the state’s economy is driven by industry and coal.  However, worker’s compensation is very expensive to these businesses.  He noted the state has the highest costs related to this in the nation.  West Virginia’s cost is three times that of the national average.  As for lawsuits, he said the state is one of only seven in the country that allow third-party bad-faith lawsuits.  There also are no limits for punitive damages, which is a disadvantage to economic development because it deters businesses from looking at West Virginia for investment.  

The state faces other issues in the future in areas such as health care for the underserved population, which is a majority of the state.  The education system is experiencing a decline in growth because of the aging population and the slow-growth rate in the population.  


For there to be change that brings jobs to the state and keeps jobs here, the speaker said several actions must occur:

1. The state must have an understanding of where it is to allow it to benchmark progress.

2. The state must be willing to copy the success of such cities as Roanoke, Greensboro, Ashville, and Lexington.  

3. The state must want to make change.

4.  The state should ask business leaders what would encourage them to grow business here and encourage them to persuade others to do the same.  

When asked how to move the discussion forward, Steve said the panel should invite legislators to visit.  He said very few calls are made to the state leaders regarding economic development.  Most calls to the legislature are regarding more emotional issues.  The leaders need to hear that residents want change.  If a visit were to happen, the panel should ask legislators:

1. Why does the state have the fourth-highest corporate tax in the country?

2. Why is West Virginia the only state that has two major taxes on corporations?

3. Why are we not looking at models for success?

Because of time, Mary moved the discussion forward.  The panel agreed it would like to invite legislators to a meeting.  Mary, Steve and Meredith agreed to work to secure the attendance of elected officials at the August meeting.  
Trestle Project Update

There is no update regarding this issue.   
Speakers’ Bureau

Mary is working with Bob Anderson to schedule a presentation with the city.
Groups identified to date for outreach are listed below.  Those in bold print are scheduled and/or have already received the presentation.

· Kiwanis of Charleston and West Charleston (Sharen)

· South Charleston AARP (Ruth)
· Thousand Oaks Garden Club
· South Charleston High School Faculty/Senate
· Bridgeview Elementary (Cheryl Arace)
· Lions Club (Bob Anderson)

· Adult Forum at Unitarian Church (Rose Edington and Mel Hoover)

· Board of Education 

· Quota Club (Ann Eckard)

· West Side Association 

· South Charleston City Council (Bob Anderson)
· Charleston Exchange Club
· Parent/Teacher Associations (PTAs)

· Faculty/Senate at Schools 
· South Charleston Rotary (Bill Kroesser)

· Allied Artists (Laura Wiik)

· National League of American Pen Women (Laura Wiik)

· Sponsoring Companies (Managers)

· Hope Community Development Center (Teresa Whitt)

· Garden Club of Thousand Oaks (January)

· Toastmasters (Jennifer Soule)

· Kanawha/Putnam Emergency Planning Committee (Larry Zuspan)

· AARP (Ruth Edwards)

· South Charleston Middle School (Fall 2005)
· Bridgeview LSIC (Cheryl Arace)

· Montrose Elementary

· Graduate School Environmental Science Classes
· Richmond Elementary

Those volunteering as presenters:

· Bill Kroesser

· Sharen Sumpter Deitz

· Jennifer Soule

· Erik Wiik

· Ruth Edwards

· Managers

[During the April meeting, it was determined that Mary will contact the Instrument Society of America’s local chapter.  Henry Graves said a presentation for his school’s first Faculty/Senate meeting of the fall would be beneficial.]  
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Date

The date is set for September 24, 2005.  Details will follow in the coming months.
Plant Report


The panel reviewed the plant report.  [A copy of the report is attached to these minutes for those not present.]  
Community Feedback


Those members who are responsible for sharing information related to the June meeting and bringing comments back to the August meeting are highlighted on a list distributed with the January minutes.  If anyone needs information related to this, they can contact Mary at 343-2778 or email her at mgreen@anngreencomm.com.  
Next Meeting Date and Agenda

The next meeting will be at the library.


There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7 p.m.

Next Meeting:  
Note regarding next meeting:  The meeting date may be changed to accommodate legislators.  On the same date as the regular meeting date, interims are being held outside of Charleston.  Panel members will be notified of any changes.
