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Minutes

May 9, 2005
South Charleston Public Library
Members:
Bob Anderson, Cheryl Arace, Henry Graves, Clark Haynes, S.C. Haynes, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Dr. Calvin Meyer, Belinda Moody, Bob Moore, Ken Poling, Jennifer Soule, Sharen Sumpter Deitz, Teresa Whitt, Erik Wiik, Laura Wiik, Bill Winkler, Larry Zuspan.
Company Representatives:
Jim White, Gary Trent, Bayer; Joe Amos, The Dow Chemical Company; Paul DiNicola, Elementis Specialties.
Guest:
Dr. Catherine Bodnar, The Dow Chemical Company.
Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green.


The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel (CAP) was called to order by facilitator Mary A. Green May 9, 2005, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  
The April minutes were approved as distributed.  The agenda and handouts were reviewed.  Mary welcomed guests and asked all to introduce themselves.  Mary said it was good to see Gary Trent in attendance.  She also explained that Jeff Blatt had a death in his family; a card was circulated for members to sign and to be forwarded to Jeff.  
New Business


Epidemiology Study Update


Dr. Catherine Bodnar presented an update regarding the study conducted in the Kanawha Valley.  Dr. Bodnar is the health director for Dow West Virginia Operations.  [An overview of her information and presentation is attached to these minutes.]

Movie Regarding Bhopal


Teresa Whitt said she would work with the panel to get a copy of the movie for viewing when needed in the future.  It was shown recently during a festival at the museum, and the panel expressed interest in viewing it.  Teresa said the movie was different than how it was presented to her during discussions.  She said it seemed to be one-sided for the most part and had interviews with many people from Institute.  She was told it was about the incident that occurred in the 1980s.
Unfinished Business

Trestle Project Update

Paul DiNicola said the group continues to wait to learn about potential funding from the state.  He said it will probably be summer before news is received.   
Speakers’ Bureau

Two speaking engagements were conducted during April.  Bridgeview Elementary and the Allied Artisans were visited.  Both presentations went well.  Bob Anderson agreed to schedule a presentation with the city.
Groups identified to date for outreach are listed below.  Those in bold print are scheduled and/or have already received the presentation.

· Kiwanis of Charleston and West Charleston (Sharen)

· South Charleston AARP (Ruth)
· Thousand Oaks Garden Club
· South Charleston High School Faculty/Senate
· Bridgeview Elementary (Cheryl Arace)
· Lions Club (Bob Anderson)

· Adult Forum at Unitarian Church (Rose Edington and Mel Hoover)

· Board of Education 

· Quota Club (Ann Eckard)

· West Side Association 

· South Charleston City Council (Bob Anderson)
· Charleston Exchange Club
· Parent/Teacher Associations (PTAs)

· Faculty/Senate at Schools 
· South Charleston Rotary (Bill Kroesser)

· Allied Artists (Laura Wiik)

· National League of American Pen Women (Laura Wiik)

· Sponsoring Companies (Managers)

· Hope Community Development Center (Teresa Whitt)

· Garden Club of Thousand Oaks (January)

· Toastmasters (Jennifer Soule)

· Kanawha/Putnam Emergency Planning Committee (Larry Zuspan)

· AARP (Ruth Edwards)

· South Charleston Middle School (Fall 2005)
· Bridgeview LSIC (Cheryl Arace)

· Montrose Elementary

· Graduate School Environmental Science Classes
· Richmond Elementary

Those volunteering as presenters:

· Bill Kroesser

· Sharen Sumpter Deitz

· Jennifer Soule

· Erik Wiik

· Ruth Edwards

· Managers

Mary will contact the Instrument Society of America’s local chapter.  Henry Graves said a presentation for his school’s first Faculty/Senate meeting of the fall would be beneficial.  
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Date

The date is set for September 24, 2005.  Details will follow in the coming months.


Sustainable Development Path Forward

Mary explained the governor was committed with other engagements during May; however, the panel meeting is on his schedule for June.  She will invite others to participate at upcoming meetings.  Those representatives include the Legislature, BIDCO, Economic Development Office, State Education Department and labor.


To help prepare those who plan to attend, the panel identified during its April meeting questions members would like to discuss:

· What can citizens do for economic development to ensure the state can compete?

· What can companies do for economic development to ensure the state can compete?

· What is the Legislature’s picture of how they are keeping industry here?  How long will that take?

· How will we know we have been successful?

· What are the state’s leader’s plans for higher education?

· The perception is that the Legislature is very special-interest driven.  How do we make it broad-based to benefit the whole state?

· What is government doing to reduce its own operating costs? 
Plant Report


The panel reviewed the plant report.  [A copy of the report is attached to these minutes for those not present.]  
Community Feedback


Members shared with the managers and each other information they gathered from the community related to the companies and the panel.  Issues of interest related to the household hazardous waste cleanup and if Dow is being completely open about plans for the Kanawha Valley.   Several members said there is mistrust because of the loss of jobs since the company came to the area.  Another issue brought up is the potential impact regarding federal decisions related to asbestos and the impact on the chemical industry.   Those members who are responsible for sharing information related to the May meeting and bringing comments back to the June meeting are highlighted on a list distributed with the January minutes.  If anyone needs information related to this, they can contact Mary at 343-2778 or email her at mgreen@anngreencomm.com.  
Next Meeting Date and Agenda

The next meeting will be at the library.


There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7 p.m.

Next Meeting:  
Monday, June 13, 2005

South Charleston Public Library

5 p.m. – Dinner 


5:30 p.m. – Meeting
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