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Minutes

February 14, 2005
South Charleston Public Library
Members:
Bob Anderson, Cheryl Arace, Rev. Rose Edington, S.C. Haynes, Clark Haynes, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Bob Moore, Ken Poling, Chief C.W. Sigman, Jennifer Soule, Sharen Sumpter Deitz, Eric Wiik, Laura Wiik, Bill Winkler.
Company Representatives:
Jim White, Bayer; Jeff Blatt, The Dow Chemical Company; Paul DiNicola, Elementis Specialties; Frank Flowers, FMC Corporation.
Guest:
Elizabeth Damewood-Lovas, WV Land Trust.
Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green.


The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel (CAP) was called to order by facilitator Mary A. Green February 14, 2005, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  
The January minutes were approved as distributed.  The agenda and handouts were reviewed.  
New Business


West Virginia Land Trust


Elizabeth Damewood-Lovas attended the meeting to promote area gatherings regarding greenway development.  [Copies of the handouts are attached to these minutes for those not present.]  She invited members to the South Charleston meeting, which is scheduled for Wednesday, February 16.  

Unfinished Business

Trestle Project Update

The panel agreed to send letters of support regarding the project to state leaders.  A draft was reviewed, and changes were made.  Mary will finalize the letter and mail it to house of delegate and senators of the West Virginia Legislature for the Kanawha County area.  The panel will invite representatives from the coalition to the March meeting.  Paul will coordinate this. 
Speakers’ Bureau

No speaking engagements are planned before the March meeting.  Bridgeview Elementary and the Allied Artisans will be presented the information at their April meetings.
Groups identified to date for outreach are listed below.  Those in bold print are scheduled and/or have already received the presentation.

· Kiwanis of Charleston and West Charleston (Sharen)

· South Charleston AARP (Ruth)
· Thousand Oaks Garden Club
· South Charleston High School Faculty/Senate
· Bridgeview Elementary (Cheryl Arace)
· Lions Club (Bob Anderson)

· Adult Forum at Unitarian Church (Rose Edington and Mel Hoover)

· Board of Education 

· Quota Club (Ann Eckard)

· West Side Association 

· South Charleston City Council (Bob Anderson)
· Charleston Exchange Club
· Parent/Teacher Associations (PTAs)

· Faculty/Senate at Schools 
· South Charleston Rotary (Bill Kroesser)

· Allied Artists (Laura Wiik)

· National League of American Pen Women (Laura Wiik)

· Sponsoring Companies (Managers)

· Hope Community Development Center (Teresa Whitt)

· Garden Club of Thousand Oaks (January)

· Toastmasters (Jennifer Soule)

· Kanawha/Putnam Emergency Planning Committee (Larry Zuspan)

· AARP (Ruth Edwards)

· South Charleston Middle School [Mary needs to contact Mellow Lee, vice principal.]
· Montrose Elementary

· Graduate School Environmental Science Classes
Those volunteering as presenters:

· Bill Kroesser

· Sharen Sumpter Deitz

· Jennifer Soule

· Erik Wiik

· Ruth Edwards

· Managers

Mary will contact the Instrument Society of America’s local chapter.  


Seven Habits

Bob Anderson said the brochure was placed in boxes around the area.  It will be mailed to city residents in the coming weeks.  Jeff Blatt asked Mary to revisit the Seven Habits to see how the panel compares to the recommended practices.    

New Business


Odor Reports

Jeff reviewed with the panel materials Dow created to help the panel in assisting with odor reports to the company.  [A one-page overview and a wallet card are attached to these minutes for those not present.]  Jeff encouraged members to contact the plant when an odor is detected.  He also asked that the number for the Institute Plant be included in the minutes.  That number to report odors suspected from that facility is 767-6226.


West Virginia and Its Business Climate


The panel spent time planning its March discussion.  The group is interested in learning how the state compares to others for attracting and keeping business.  The companies will be prepared in March to discuss workers’ compensation, health care, insurance costs, taxes and tort reform.  During the March discussion, the panel will decide where to take the discussion and how to blend it into the sustainable development topic.
Plant Report


The panel reviewed the plant report.  [A copy of the report is attached to these minutes for those not present.] 
Community Feedback


Members shared with the managers and each other information they gathered from the community related to the companies and the panel.  Issues of interest related to emergency preparedness, odors, interest in the trestle project and the changes in employment numbers at Dow.  Those members who are responsible for sharing information related to the February meeting and bringing comments back to the March meeting are highlighted on a list distributed with the January minutes.  If anyone needs information related to this, they can contact Mary at 343-2778 or email her at mgreen@anngreencomm.com.  

Next Meeting Date and Agenda

The next meeting will be at the library and will include a discussion about the state’s business climate.  The panel also will receive an update about the trestle project.

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

Next Meeting:  
Monday, March 14, 2005

South Charleston Public Library

5 p.m. – Dinner 


5:30 p.m. – Meeting
