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Minutes

August 1, 2005
South Charleston Public Library
Members:
Meredith Aliff, Cheryl Arace, Ruth Edwards, Clark Haynes, Rev. Mel Hoover, Dr. Bill Kroesser, Belinda Moody, Bob Moore, Erik Wiik, Chief Jim Wood, Larry Zuspan.
Company Representatives:
Glenn Kraynie, Jim White, Bayer; Jeff Blatt, The Dow Chemical Company; Frank Flowers, FMC Corporation.
Guest:
Senator Steve Harrison, Senator Vic Sprouse, Delegate   Tim Armstead, West Virginia Legislature.
Facilitator:
Mary A. Green, Ann Green Communications, Inc.

Minutes:
Mary A. Green.


The regular meeting of the South Charleston Area Community Advisory Panel (CAP) was called to order by facilitator Mary A. Green August 1, 2005, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  
Mary welcomed guests and expressed her appreciation to the legislative representatives for agreeing to speak to the group.  Mary welcomed new member Jim Wood, South Charleston Fire Department Chief.  [Delegate Tim Armstead arrived after the discussion began.]
The June minutes were approved as distributed.  The agenda and handouts were reviewed.  Mary explained the agenda’s focus was on the panel’s discussion with the senators and delegate.
Unfinished Business


Sustainable Development Path Forward

Mary thanked Senator Steve Harrison and Senator Vic Sprouse for attending.  Panel members asked questions developed during previous meetings.  

When asked about thoughts regarding bench marking, the senators responded.  Senator Harrison said benchmarking would be helpful to let the state know where it is and where it is headed.  Senator Sprouse said it would be helpful by letting the state know what is holding it back.  He said quality of life is strong here; however, the infrastructure for businesses is not.  He used an example of the multitude of paperwork a new business must go through to register with the state.  He said neighboring Pennsylvania is much more friendly to new businesses.  He also noted that the corporate tax rate is high.  He said he does not know if that is a killer for business; however, the state must be competitive.  He also said the state needs to be on a level playing field, but recognize there are external forces that the leaders cannot control, such as natural gas.  Senator Harrison said the tax structure has been looked at during several different administrations; however, there has been nothing done to help larger corporations to promote maximum growth.

It was mentioned that the state does not seem to help businesses that are on the verge of closing.  Senator Harrison agreed by saying the state seems to focus on the ribbon-cutting and it needs to focus on keeping things open.  Glenn Kraynie said there are no incentives for businesses to have small growth.  He said Pennsylvania is different; that state offers incentives such as deferred taxes.


When asked about the internal strategy to keeping jobs in West Virginia, Senator Harrison said there are different strategies.  He said the republican caucus of the Legislature believes tax relief, infrastructure and incentives for development are the answers.  Senator Sprouse said the state must be competitive with other states, get workers’ compensation in order and reduce corporate taxes.  He said some states that have made changes have gone back to companies to tell them of the changes to try to keep jobs.

Senator Harrison said economic development is not the job of the government.  He said it is their role to create an environment for economic development.  He said he believes changes should be made in taxes that encourage development, such as food tax and corporate tax changes.  Senator Sprouse said taxes could be replaced over a several-year period.  He said the republicans have asked for a ½ percent reduction annually.


When asked if government has asked businesses to stay here and to encourage others to come to West Virginia, Senator Harrison said he believes it is done only selectively.  Delegate Tim Armstead said when a business looks at the state, the first questions that are asked are:

1. What is the tax structure?

2. What is the quality of life?

3. What is the insurance rate?

4. What are the legal issues?
5. What is workers’ compensation like?

Senator Sprouse said the chambers speak for business and are looked to for information from elected officials; however, business does not always ensure its trade organizations know the complete opinion of its members.  For example, he said 75 percent of a chamber’s membership might support something that is devastating to industry.  He said industry needs to communicate its position.  Senator Harrison said the legislators hear from organizations; however, they need to hear from people.  

When asked how to make change, Senator Sprouse said to vote for leaders who support beliefs.  When asked how to know what a candidate really believes, Senator Harrison said to asked specific questions, such as those related to policies.  The legislators also said panel members and other citizens need to educate people and elected official and talk specifics.  The three said people do not realize the influence they have on the process just by making a phone call or sending an email or letter.  [Attached to these minutes, panel members will find a list of legislators with their contact information.]  Senator Sprouse said it is important for elected officials to hear from company leaders as well as employees.
As for cities to look at, Senator Sprouse said Charleston should look at Pennsylvania and the San Antonio areas for ideas on how to make possible changes. 

For closing remarks, Senator Harrison said it is critical for citizens to communicate to elected officials and to get involved.  Senator Sprouse said citizens need to use the election process to make change when they do not think positive things are happening.  Delegate Armstead said people need to get involved and be aware of issues.  He also said communication is the key. 

Trestle Project Update

The discussion was postponed until a later meeting.   
Speakers’ Bureau

Mary said a presentation was given by Jeff Blatt and Sharen Sumpter-Deitz at a recent South Charleston City Council meeting.
Groups identified to date for outreach are listed below.  Those in bold print are scheduled and/or have already received the presentation.

· Kiwanis of Charleston and West Charleston (Sharen)

· South Charleston AARP (Ruth)
· Thousand Oaks Garden Club
· South Charleston High School Faculty/Senate
· Bridgeview Elementary (Cheryl Arace)
· South Charleston City Council
· Lions Club (Bob Anderson)

· Adult Forum at Unitarian Church (Rose Edington and Mel Hoover)

· Board of Education 

· Quota Club (Ann Eckard)

· West Side Association 

· Charleston Exchange Club
· Parent/Teacher Associations (PTAs)

· Faculty/Senate at Schools 
· South Charleston Rotary (Bill Kroesser)

· Allied Artists (Laura Wiik)

· National League of American Pen Women (Laura Wiik)

· Sponsoring Companies (Managers)

· Hope Community Development Center (Teresa Whitt)

· Garden Club of Thousand Oaks (January)

· Toastmasters (Jennifer Soule)

· Kanawha/Putnam Emergency Planning Committee (Larry Zuspan)

· AARP (Ruth Edwards)

· South Charleston Middle School (Fall 2005)
· Bridgeview LSIC (Cheryl Arace)

· Montrose Elementary

· Graduate School Environmental Science Classes
· Richmond Elementary

Those volunteering as presenters:

· Bill Kroesser

· Sharen Sumpter Deitz

· Jennifer Soule

· Erik Wiik

· Ruth Edwards

· Managers

[Henry Graves said a presentation for his school’s first Faculty/Senate meeting of the fall would be beneficial.]  
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Date

The date is set for September 24, 2005.  Information will be communicated to the panel in the coming weeks.
Plant Report


This report was postponed. 
Community Feedback


Those members who are responsible for sharing information related to the August meeting and bringing comments back to the September meeting are highlighted on a list distributed with the January minutes.  If anyone needs information related to this, they can contact Mary at 343-2778 or email her at mgreen@anngreencomm.com.  
Next Meeting Date and Agenda

The next meeting will be at the library.


There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7 p.m.

Next Meeting:  
Note regarding next meeting:  The meeting date may be changed to accommodate legislators.  On the same date as the regular meeting date, interims are being held.  Panel members will be notified of any changes.
